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Re : Olympic scholarships for athletes "Athens 2004"
Dear Les,

Please find attached, for your information and consideration, a copy of the above-
mentioned programme which has recently been sent to the 199 National Olympic
Committees recognised by the International Olympic Committee.

As you will see, this programme offers comprehensive assistance to individual
athletes who are training and attempting to qualify for the Games of the XXVIII Olympiad in
Athens. Past Olympic scholarship programmes have been a huge benefit to athletes, NOCs
and National Federations alike, and their success has largely been due to the excellent
technical support which Olympic Solidarity received from the various International Sports
Federations. Consequently and in order to ensure the success of this new programme, we
would like to take this opportunity to kindly ask for your collaboration again during the
various stages of the implementation of this programme.

1. Candidature proposals :

Candidature proposals are generally submitted to the NOCs by the various National
Federations, since they are the organisations closest to the athletes at the national level.
Nevertheless, the selection of candidates to be proposed to Olympic Solidarity remains at the
entire discretion of the NOC. We therefore suggest that ITU takes this opportunity to inform
its affiliated NFs of the opportunities that exist through this programme and urge them to
submit the highest quality of candidates to their respective NOCs.

2. Candidature screening process

In order to guarantee that the athletes proposed have the technical ability required for
Olympic qualification, every candidature will be analysed by Olympic Sclidarity in
collaboration with ITU before a decision is made as to the award or not of an Olympic
scholarship, We propose to send to you a copy of each candidature received on behalf of an
athlete practising triathlon for your comments. We will request that you provide an objective
opinion on the athlete’s technical level as well as his/her potential to qualify for the Athens
2004 Olympic Games.
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3. Olympic Qualification - Competition schedule

The principal objective of this programme is to assist athletes in their qualification for the
Olympic Games in Athens. In accordance with the qualification procedures established by
your 1F, we will draw up, with each athlete and NOC the competition schedule needed for
the scholarship holder to maximise his/her qualification chances. Once drafted, we would
like to submit these to ITU for your comments.

4. High level training centres

As you will note from the attached documentation, Olympic Solidarity is in the process of
establishing a global training centre network for some of the most popular sports included
on this programme. We would like to take this opportunity to enquire whether ITU has any
accredited Continental or Regional Centres that have the necessary faciliies and
infrastructure and would be prepared to train Olympic scholarship holders for a specific
length of ime. Qur primary focus would be on athletes originating from NOCs in Africa,
South America or Asia. [n the case that [TU has such a structure, we could be interested in
entering into an agreement with the centre for the purposes of this programme.

5, Contact person

We should be grateful if you could confirm the responsible person within ITU who will be
Olympic Solidarity’s primary contact for the administration of this programme in relation to
the various points noted above.

We naturally remain at your disposal for any comments you may have on this
programme and we look forward to your carliest reply.

Thank you, in advance, for your wvaluable collaboration in this important
programme,

Yours sincerely,

ames C.
Director ic Solidarity '\ roject 2t

I%"‘

Willa Mon Repos - Parc Mon Rapos 1 = CP 1374 - CH-1005 LALISANNE
halEEE R LT o ] Eaw 141215 310 26 83 g=rnail solidarity@oympic.org






