


Canmore event
a huge hit

Nordic Centre
may become
World Cup venue

TRENT EDWARDS
CalGary HErRaLD
CARNMORE NORDIC CENTRE

inadas first offically sanc-

tioped  winter misthlon  im-

pressed  international triathlon
aflkcials so much Saturday they want to
use it again next year for their World
Cup series finnle.

The races were also a hit with the
European stars who dominated pnd
put on a show Saurday mvorming.

"It was 0 magnificent
course" said world cham-
pion Mare Buhe of Lickten-
stein, 7k should always be
Tikee: this. T think they
maoie! the Waorld Cup mces
after this one.”

Undostunately, List-mimite
scheduling  chsnges  kept
spectators from secing the
fine  displey of  running
mountain biking and cross-
countTy skiing in the smowy
hills by the Canmaore Modic =
Centre's bisthlon centre.

Race officials for the 200z

QUOTABLE

| think they

Apilluclo of Spain by more than a
muinute after finiching the ¢ 4-kilome-
tre mun. But Ruhe pedalled madiy to
catch and pass Apilloeln in the first
two kilometres into the o-kilometre
moantnin bike atage. Rube never
looked back from this point and
stretched his Jead to 26 seconds aver
Iwan Schuwey of Switzedand before
finishing the final m8-kilometre
cross-country skilng stape. Beojamin
Sonntig of Germany was third in
14Ty

“You never know who's going to win
in this sport because, ewven with a
minute lead, you can exsily lose™ said
Ruhbe.

Morinmme Vissveld of the Nether-
lands woa the women's efite race on
the same course as the men in ey
to cap off a remarkable string of
Cup wing this year, She heat
Pauli Gabi of Germany by
22 and Shayla Swanson
from Canmere by 30,

Viasveld, 34, was crowned
World Cup champlon after
winning four out of fve
World Cup races

The European triathlstes
who fnished thelr season
here found the race fechni-
cally excellent and visually
stunmning.

“1 Tiked the tracks very
much,” smid Viasveld “Be-
canse the snow was =0 hard,

Canmore  [TU - Wingter x we could bike amywhere on
Trishlon and Werld Cup should the snow, so iLmEars 2 plea-
Eﬂmw‘lmt decided the mnd{l] sure to bike. The cmoss-
TaCes 1o run - = country trally wers reall

the elite races two bours  YvOTId CUpD  nice toa” S
eardier than planned. Only e Ruhe liked C
racers and volunteers wene r'JIJ_.!-‘:dﬂL[' m«:hh:mr%ht
told of the time change. thiSOne tile her next year and he's
. Organizers had plsnned - i returning for a
0 run the fun races for be- WorLD haliday.

and  intermediae mm“ ITO officlals who at-

triathletes before the elite
trinthletes. Worried that the course
would get rutted by fon racers before
elite racers coukd compete, onanisers
ran the elites fivst at gZo am {6 -6 C
cold with chilling winds.

Bube, 0 won the men's elite race
and clinched the ITU Workd Cup
paints series championship in a time
of -one hour, 73 mimstes, three sec-
onde. He was behind Juan Carlos

tended the mace similarky
were plessed by the facilities and
course design at the Canmore Nondic
Centre, When organizers showed
ITL officials the course and the fa-
cilities at the Canmore Nordic Cen-
tre, the ITU asked them to switch the
race from a national championship to
the final rece on the World Cup cir-
cuit: ITU officials already have asked
Triathlon Cansda to hold the race at



